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Two Important Projects 


Announcement last by Premier 
that Provincial Department 
Public Works surveys are how out sighting a 
line for the rerouting of the Island Highway 
between the city and Langford, and that 
both and Provincial Govern 
ments have set aside funds for a joint survey 
of a high-speed highway 
to Patricia Bay airport, will be received with 
It is to be hoped 


surveys are 


evening 


Johnson of 


Dominion 
through Saanich 
considerable satisfaction 
that th com- 


pleted that the two Governments concerned 


Both 


when the necessary 
will proceed with these two projects, 
are badly needed. 

The Island Highway development is one 
of major importance to the Greater Victoria 
area. It was mooted by Hon. E. C. Carson, 
Minister of Public Works, nine months ago, 
and was welcomed by this paper at that 
time, It envisages the use of Burnside Road 
fl part as a new access to the Island High- 


with a shortened route via Thetis and 
rence Lakes to a point north of Langford 
Such a route would cut a mile and a 
the the city and 


present bottle- 


Langford, and overcome the 
neck of traffic al Gorge Road and from 
the Sooke feed-in The 
survey 


tance will Be completed 
within six weeks 


if in dist 
ng 
routes 
in 
it Was said 

The proposed fast road link with Patricia 
Bay was endorsed 
D. Howe. lt 
bringing Victoria's airport, a main terminal 
for the Air Lines 
closer t« ime than is possible now 


some time ago by Hon, ¢ 


was proposed as a means of 


Trans-Canada relatively 


the city int 
A high-speed highway built for the purpose 
do that. If it by 
the two senior Governments without cost to 


that 


would were undertaken 
the municipalities, as is now suggested 

would be of material assistance to the Greater 
Victoria area. At present, $8,000 has been 
voted jointly by the two Governments ‘to 
undertake the necessary surveys this Spring 


Satisfactory Record 

For a number of years in succession Vic- 
attention to the per 
capita tire loss figures, one index to its com 
parative standing with other communities 
across Canada in that regard. The current 
report given by Fire Chief Brindle is a satis- 
factory one, with a per capita loss of $1.17 
for the year just closed. Property worth 
$7,519,016 was at risk in 830 alarms dur- 
ing the year, but the loss was held to $73,- 
829; or Jess than in the year previous, when 
fewer outbreaks were reported 

One often hears as an idle question what 
does a fire department do? The Victoria 
Fire Department has a valid answer with 
respect to the year 1947. It foughr fire for 
a total of 588 hours, traveled 21,032 miles 
to and from the scene of the outbreaks, 
raised 7,589 ladders at the scene and reeled 
126,880 feet of hose, The net result, a per 
capita fire loss of $1.17, will compare very 
favorably with most other communities of 
this size in Canada 

A direct result of the relatively low fire 
loss in this community, one that has been 
maintained well for a considetable period of 
time, is the low rate of fire insurance that is 
enjoyed by commercial and private premises. 


toria has paid close 


That rate mounts sharply as urban surround- 
ings are left behind, ands the result of care- 
ful and continuing fire prevention methods, 
backed by adequate water supplies 

When one considers the crowded state of 
the community in a housing way, the result 
of last year's operations is the more credit 
able, Not only did few fires get ont of hand 
but also the people generally were careful in 
the maintenance of their property. That is 
a good community record, and the figures 
prove it in a manner that will be understood 
by fire underwriters everywhere 


Buying Out 


Buying oneself ovt of the military forces 
is a practice that has been in force for a long 
time. It has been a recognized privilege that 
a man may resume civilian life if for some 
reason the service he has joined palls on him 
No question are asked. All he needs to do 
is to apply for his release and pay $100 or } 
less as the price of his unexpired term of sery- 
ice. No profuse advantage was taken of | 
this easy discharge from an oath Qf peace- | 
time service until recently, but apparently | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the philosophy of buying out has under 
gone somewhat of a change esil an hatepate? 

"The practice has developed into a kind of 
racket, stemming from the technical nature 
of military service nowadays. Apparently a 
considerable number of recruits have joined 
the forces mainly to get cheap and Speedy 
trade training, and when they have acquired 
a certain amount of skill they buy them- 
selves out. They are thus enabled to secure 
private employment for which they were pre- 
viously unqualified. The country has been 
pul to the expense of feeding. clothing and | 
housing them while they were ostensibly | 
ehaaged in preparing themselves f national 
instead of petsonal service. ‘ 


Apart-from~the-dubious- ethics invotved 
easy buying out has come to mean that the 
services are deprived of personnel just when 
the latter become=of real use to the forces 
The buying Out practice Was never meant to 
countenance such a development, and it 
not surprising that the system is to be over 
hauled. The price for release from a pledge 
to serve would seem to need a sharp upward 
revision, 


1s 


It is all to the good that while in either 
of the three services a man should obtain 
training that will stand him in fine stead 
after he completes his term of service and 
eLu Oo Civilian we nitially 1OWCVEr 
he enters-a-compact to put that training to a 
stated use for-@ fixed period of ten years 
Most men view their oath respectfully and 
serve theie allotted engagement, but 


ently enough of them are merely using the 
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appar 


services for their own ends to warrant a 


writing of the regulations 
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New Broom 


Braefoot veterans may be induced to 
the of Hon, Ian 
Senate renewed hope for an early settlement 
of their grievances in connection with this 
home building project As the Minister in 
Affairs, Mr. Mackenzie 


ter with ¢ 


sce in 


transfer Mackenzis 


charge of Veterans’ 
failed badly 
istic eye, a his vacillating behaviour is con 


to view this ma 


rea 
nection with the scheme not only caused dee 
disappointment but 
loss of confidence 


also created a stinct 


ges made off 


in ¢ pled 
cially to ex-servicemen and their families 
passage to the Senate is nor like t 
gretted by the ve 
a deaf ear. 

The new Minister of Veterans’ 
should be able to tackle Braefoot 
similar projects unencumbered by the view 
point of his predecessor Minister 
it should be possible for him to pri 
ont fear of th loss of f 
some Cabinet 
volved in an admiss 
they 
policy required to do justice to the Braefoot 


ot 
terans to whom 
fairs 


and other 


As a new 
eed with 
so-called ace Wh 
fee! 

error, and wt 


Phe reve 


members seem to 
not 
evale into a fetish rsal 

veterans would in fact redound to the credit 
of Hon b 


hoped that this will be forthcomir an 


Milton Gregg, V.C., and it will 
at 
early date 

The of the veterans’ case. that 
deduction of 20 per cent in the price of the 
Bracfoot homes be granted to bring the price 
in line with what was promised originally, is 
well known here. It should be equally plain 
the that have 
cumulated in Ottawa. Asa war veteran him 
self, Mr. Gregg will be expected to safeguard 
the interests of those whose special charge 
He 


new 


merit a 


from ministerial records ac 


is his department's primary business 

make a better start his 
office than by making the amends his pre 
decessor refused, and thus bring the Bracfoot 
project at long last to a satisfactory conclu 
sion. 


could not in 


Independent of What? 


While it may be for the electoral officers 
of the Province to decide what candidates 
are eligible among provincial nominees at a 
by-election, one is puzzled by the title of 
Independent Coalitionist 
tion is a fusion between Liberals and Pro 
gressive Conservatives, who have agreed ,not 
to oppose each other as parties in British Co 
lumbia at this time, how can one be inde 
pendent of that and carry the Coalition label 
The Coalition is not a party. Its candi 
dates are coming from the Liberal or Pro 
gressive ConserVative Parties by concurrence 
Outside of Coalition ranks there are other 
parties and they will be represented, no 
doubt, in any poll. Anyone is entitled to 
run as an independent candidate, but how 
he could have Coaljtion standing outside of 
the Coalition is not clear 


Since the Coali 


Seen in Passing 

That is life for you, unpredictable A 
Victoria household found two pellets in a 
tin of sardines, and thought they were pearls 
A curator said they were fisheyes. A jeweler, 
shown the fisheyes, said they were pearls 
The sardines. we understand, said nothing 
So pearls they are, but what a switchback 
that have been 
hours! 


ride must for twenty-four 


“How Happy Is He...” 
How happy is he born and taught 
That serveth not another's will 
Whose armour ts his honest thought 
And simple truth his utmost shill! 


Whose passions not his master are, 
Whose soul is still peépared-for-death, 
Not tied unto the world with care 
Or public fame or private breath 


Who envies none that chance doth r 
Or vice 
How deepest wounds are given by praise; 
Nor rules of state, but rules of good 


who never understood 


Who hath his life from rumors freed, 
Whose conscience is his strong retreat; 
Whose state can neither flatrerers feed, 
Nor ruin make oppressors great; 


Who God doth late and early pray 
om idese rt fis-grce (ten afte to fer 
And entertains the harmless day 


With @ well-chosen book or friend; 


This man ts freed from servile bands 

Of hope to rise, or fear to fall; 

Lord of himself, though not of lands; 

And having nothing, yet hath all. 
—HENRY WoTTO 


A small unkindness is a great offence 
—HANNAH MORE 
Fate laughs at probabilities, 
—BULWER-LYTION. 
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